
  

         

 

The Travail of Travel – the Cairo Genizah Reveals its Secrets (Part Three) 
by Rabbi Shana Chandler Leon 

Already, it hasn’t been totally 
smooth sailing. Bumps in the road 

include predictable but frustrating 

traffic jams, canceled flights due to 

labor shortages, confusion about 

mask and vaccination requirements, 

and thousands of unruly passengers 

committing disturbing and some-

times violent infractions of air travel 

protocol. But it’s summer time, the 
traditional season for vacations, and 

folks are restless and anxious to get 

moving.  

 

In our Torah cycle, the wilderness 

journey is coming to an end. It’s been 
a long, hard trip. The Israelites 

crossed water (albeit in a most un-

usual fashion), got bitten by snakes, 

suffered plagues, met swarms of 

quail and fell into gaping holes in the 

earth. They stayed stuck in a desert 

pile-up of their ancestors’ making for 
40 years, but the caravan is almost at 

its destination. With the start of the 

Book of Deuteronomy, we see them 

poised and finally patient as Moses 

gives detailed parting instructions to 

his people who are ready to arrive at 

their Promised Land. 

Until very recent times, travel by 

land or sea was a very precarious 

prospect.  Cairo Genizah scholar 

Shelley Buxbaum lists some of the 

dangers of ocean voyages in the Mid-

dle Ages, as merchants in the 11
th

-

13
th

 centuries risked all to secure and 

improve their livelihoods: “Perils at 

sea included violent storms and sea 

squalls, the absence of propitious 

winds, attacks of hostile enemies and 

pirates, harassment of government 

authorities, the poor quality of sea-

faring vessels, or travel delays caused 

by a ship waiting to fill its manifest or 

load up more cargo.”  
 

Shipwrecks and privation were com-

mon. One businessman, Abu Sa’id 
(most Jews had Arabic-sounding 

names in this era) recounted his dis-

astrous trip across the Mediterra-

nean: “A great storm seized us on the 
sea and we were forced to land on 

an island called al-Ghumur. We 

stayed there for 20 days with no food 

other than nettles. When we set out 

from there, we did not have any 

more the look of human beings. The 

seas tormented us for thirty-five days 

and we were regarded as lost. For we 

sailed in four barges, but only ours 
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survived. After arrival in Sicily, we 

were so exhausted from our sufferings 

that we were unable to eat bread or 

understand what was said to us for a 

full month,” (translated in “A Mediter-
ranean Society, by S.D. Goitein). 

 

But desert travel was even worse! In 

one of the most famous and touching 

fragments recovered from the Geni-

zah, we read a letter from David ben 

Maimon, a merchant dealing in pre-

cious gems, to his older brother, 

Moses ben Maimon – the Rambam, 

Maimonides himself. Dated 1170 CE, 

the letter describes a harrowing cara-

van trip, similar to reports in scores of 

other travel journals from the era.  

“No one has ever dared to embark on 
such a disastrous undertaking. I did it 

only because of my complete igno-

rance. But God saved us after many 

frightful encounters…When we were 
in the desert, we regretted what we 

had done, but the matter had gone 

out of our hands…. By God’s grace, we 
arrived safely with our entire baggage. 

We were unloading our things at the 

city gate, when (other) caravans ar-

rived. Their passengers had been 

robbed and wounded and some had 

died of thirst…” (From the Cambridge 
University Collection).   

 

The story of the Maimon brothers is 

particularly heart-breaking because 

we feel we “know” Maimonides, and 
his family’s tragedy hits especially 

hard. David, whose final letters home 

include such hopeful messages as “be 
steadfast, God will replace your 

[investment] losses and bring me back 

to you,” ultimately perished sometime 
before 1177 CE by either drowning at 

sea, or at the point of a robber’s 
sword (more likely the former, but 

there are competing conjectures in 

the Genizah accounts).  

 

The anguish suffered by those left be-

hind is palpable and wrenching. Mai-

monides credited David’s courage in 
living the life of a traveling salesman 

with his own freedom to stay in Cairo 

to pursue his incredible work in medi-

cine and Jewish philosophy. The loss 

of his younger brother was unbear-

able, and Moses took to his bed for an 

entire year, suffering from physical 

ailments and severe depression.  

 

“How should I console myself?” la-
mented the Rambam. “He grew up on 
my knees, he was my brother, he was 

my student, he traded on the markets 

and earned, and I could sit safely at 

home…Whenever I see his handwrit-
ing or one of his letters, my heart 

turns upside down and my grief awak-

ens again” (in Letters of Medieval Jew-
ish Traders).      

 

The uncertainty and hazards of travel, 

for those who journey and those left 

at home to worry, remains to this day. 

How well we all know the concern of 

waiting to hear our loved ones have 

“arrived safely,” or the anxiety we feel 
when air turbulence gets just a little 

too rough. And even when we aren’t 
physically straying beyond the bounds 

of home, we’re always, always on a 
journey.   

 

The “trip” we’ve all been on for the 
last 16 months has certainly been a 

rough passage. We’ve had delays, 

continual changes to schedules, vaca-

tions and excursions canceled, reun-

ions and large gatherings scuttled, and 

plans made long ago jettisoned as 

everything ground to a halt under the 

cloud of COVID-19. But maybe we’ve 
traveled in other ways, along a path of 

growth and change, new realization of 

the blessing of unfettered movement, 

and the joys and satisfaction that, of 

necessity, needed to be found right 

here at home.  

 

Jewish tradition offers so many ways 

to express gratitude through prayer, 

song and ritual. One of the finest ex-

amples is in Tractate Berakhot 54b of 

the Babylonian Talmud, where we 

learn the blessing known as “gomel.” 
The Sages reserved this special for-

mula for those who survived espe-

cially fraught circumstances, namely: 

serious illness or childbirth, captivity 

or actual prison, desert travel and sea 

voyages.  

 

Its text reads: “Blessed are You, 
Adonai our God, sovereign of the uni-

verse, who shows goodness even be-

yond our merits, and has bestowed 

favor upon me.” Baruch atah Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech ha’olam, ha’gomel 
la’chayavim tovot, she’g’malani kol 
tov.”  

Given the threats of the last 16 

months, and the ongoing risks we all 

face, maybe we could pause for a long 

minute, and offer up this blessing. And 

then, remembering that the road is 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

long and the itinerary may yet change with no notice, we 

can turn to one another and extend the traditional re-

sponse after hearing this prayer of thanksgiving: Mi 

she’g’malchem kol tov, hu yig’malchem kol tov, selah. 
“May the Holy One who has been gracious to you, con-
tinue to favor you with all that is good.” 

As we enter into the season of preparation for the High 

Holy Days, may this be our prayer. May this be our bless-

ing.  

 

With grateful acknowledgement to the Florence Melton 

School of Adult Jewish Learning, through which Rabbi 

Shana enjoyed teaching an adult education course on the 

genizah contents in the fall of 2020. 

D 
ear Members and Friends, 

 

It is my hope you have re-

mained safe, healthy and have had 

your vaccinations.   

 

The past sixteen months have cer-

tainly been challenging in so many 

ways. We have been concerned about 

your health and safety.  We have been 

trying to bring you weekly Shabbat 

services, programs and classes to 

make sure you felt connected to Ner 

Tamid while our building was closed, 

yet keeping our community open and 

alive. 

 

This has been an enormous undertak-

ing and I am proud to say from the 

second week in March 2020, every 

Friday night and Shabbat morning we 

have provided beautiful and meaning-

ful services, as well as every holiday 

service, weekly Torah Study, Mussar 

and an array of special programs. Our 

clergy has been available for pastoral 

needs and life cycle events.  

Quite a lot for a small community with 

a limited staff to offer so much.  

 

To those of you who have regularly 

attended our offerings and have finan-

cially supported our efforts, I cannot 

thank you enough. To our Associate 

Members and new friends, we con-

tinue to welcome you and appreciate 

our new relationships and hope you 

continue to be a part of our commu-

nity. 

 

As restrictions have begun to change 

in California and the CDC guidelines 

have lifted some of the rules, Ner 

Tamid is working towards offering in 

person services in the next few 

months. We must strive to be a safe 

gathering place for our members and 

follow the rules for houses of worship 

according to the Department of Public 

Health. A survey was sent to you to 

find out what makes you comfortable 

to return safely. Please fill out the sur-

vey and return it by July 9
th

 so we 

know and can make plans. 

 

Reopening our doors is a costly propo-

sition and I want to share with you the 

cost involved. Our beautiful Ner Tamid 

building has not had regular mainte-

nance for many years, and now faced 

with that and the new guidelines we 

are looking at big expenses. 

 

We have to paint the inside of the 

building, clean it, change part of the 

carpet, do electrical work, etc. 

Please see a detailed list under 

“Congregation Ner Tamid Reopening 
Project” 

 

It is important that we maintain our 

building now and for the future. Any-

one who would like to help us with a 

contribution to this project would be 

doing a Mitzvah. Please direct a con-

tribution in any amount to the 

“Building Reopening Fund”. Feel free 

to contact me if you have any ques-

tions regarding this project. Thank you 

in advance for your willingness to 

help. 

 

We are blessed at Ner Tamid to have 

an amazing clergy team who has con-

tinued to bring you meaningful ser-

vices every week throughout this six-

teen month pandemic and they de-

serve thanks and praise. 

 

Cantor Rudy and Rabbi Reuben bring 

us inspirational Shabbat morning ser-

vices weekly. Shacharit, Musaf, Torah 

reading and Haftorot with beautiful 

voices and interpretation of the  

Service. These two wonderful men are 

always ready to help, participate and 

bring joy with their voices and their 

caring. Both truly exemplify the word 

Mensch. Thank you. 

 

Rabbi Shana, There truly are no words 

to express my sincere thanks and 

praise for her hard work, dedication, 

planning, creativity, talent and devo-

tion to our community. There is no job 

too big, no task she is not willing to 

undertake and everything is planned 

to perfection. Without her full time 
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involvement there would not have 

been the presence Ner Tamid has 

had in the Jewish community. It is my 

honor to work with her daily and 

share this journey. 

 

Cantor Andy, A technology wizard 

who brings such beauty and technical 

expertise to our online services. 

Without his knowledge and willing-

ness to share his talents we would 

not have the professional and de-

tailed offerings online. Also, huge 

thanks for the talent you bring to our 

Friday night services. Yasher Koach. 

 

Adele Shafer, Continues to work at 

home keeping our community in-

formed of the happenings at Ner 

Tamid through Constant Contact 

weekly, answers your calls and ques-

tions, keeps you informed of Yahr-

zeits and works hard in her home 

which has been turned into an exten-

sion of Ner Tamid. Not easy to eat, 

sleep and live “in your office”, but 
Adele continues to do that. Thank 

you. 

 

There are other dedicated members 

who have helped and worked to-

gether during this extremely difficult 

pandemic period. All who have 

helped, I want you to know how 

much your efforts have been appre-

ciated. To those who have been fi-

nancially supportive, you are doing 

far more than you realize.  

 

Our Executive Committee and Board 

of Directors have been helpful in 

working together to make sure the 

needs of our members and commu-

nity are being served. Not easy to 

single out one person when others 

assume their own level of involve-

ment, but to Beverlee Hassid a spe-

cial thanks for your effort in the 

cleaning project, ritual and your will-

ingness to help whenever called 

upon. 

 

A special thank you to Cantor Rudy 

and his Floortex Design Company. 

He sanded and refinished the floors 

in our Chapel and the closet adja-

cent to the Chapel and will replace 

the linoleum in the “meat closet” 

saving our synagogue $5,000. Such 

generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, Cantor Rudy. 

 

 

As we move forward continuing to 

bring you quality services and pro-

grams we plan for the time we can 

be together in our beautiful building.  

Our goal is Shabbat morning, Sep-

tember 25
th

, Chol HaMoed Sukkot as 

the first in person service. We pray 

that everyone stays healthy; our 

building is clean, in good repair and 

ready to open our doors and wel-

come you once again. 

 

May our Ner Tamid shine brightly for 

all to see and with HaShem’s help 
and guidance we move forward to 

always be a beacon in the Jewish 

Community. Please renew your mem-

bership this month and make our 

community, your community. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Charlotte Hyman 

Overlooked Beauty II 
Humble objects have great beauty to those who love and 

treasure them. For Overlooked Beauty II, we'll look at me-

mentos, keepsakes, family heirlooms, souvenirs, or just 

the odd tchotchke, and the stories behind them. 

On July 11 at 10:00 am, we will see examples of this kind 

of overlooked beauty and on July 25 at 10:00 am, we will 

have a screen share of your photo and hear your story. If 

you have questions, please email me 

at: alberta.mischke@gmail.com  
 

 

Thank you to everyone at Ner Tamid for the  

beautiful fruit basket in memory of my sister,    

Laurie.   

I really appreciate receiving it. 

~ Toby Sherwood 

Saturday Evening, July 17,  
at 7:30 PM 

Tisha B'Av Commemoration  
on Zoom 

with Ner Tamid, B'nai Emunah,  
Beth Israel-Judea 

and Beth Ohr of Studio City 
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Congregation Ner Tamid Reopening Project 
 

Our building has not had proper maintenance in many years and it is necessary that we  
address this for safety and necessity. 
 
Painting social hall, lobby, coat area and bathrooms $9,850. 
 
Painting sanctuary walls, Chapel, closet adjacent to the Chapel, hall area behind the Chapel, 
meat closet, ceiling and windows in Rabbi’s Study and railings outside $7,000. 
 
Replacing light colored portion of the carpet in social hall because of stains $6,000. 
 
Deep cleaning of kitchen, sanctuary, lobby, social hall and bathrooms. $2,500. 
This cost is being underwritten through the generosity of Leon Levy. 
 
Trim trees, weed garden and shrubs $1,200. Leon Levy maintains all cost for our gardener. 
 
Air purifiers to insure good and safe air in the sanctuary and social hall.  
Approximately $4,000. 
 
Electrical work, replacing light fixtures, etc. TBD. 
 
Please help us with this huge financial undertaking by making a contribution in any amount  
to our “BUILDING REOPENING FUND”. 
 
Your generosity is appreciated and you will be doing a Mitzvah. 
 
Any questions, please contact me. 
Charlotte Hyman 

Dear Friends, 

What have we learned from 15 months of sheltering at 

home?   

Who would have expected when we closed our doors back 

in March of 2020 that we would not be gathering together 

at Ner Tamid for 19 months?  And who would have imag-

ined that in spite of not being in our building, we would 

not skip a beat and be able to continue to enjoy events 

and services on Shabbat and Holidays? 

We are blessed to have a team of professionals, headed 

up by Rabbi Shana, who week in and week out provide us 

with virtual services either on YouTube or on Zoom.  

Thanks to them, we continue to enjoy the beautiful and 

meaningful services to which we have become accus-

tomed.  None of this would have been possible without 

the support of the tech team family Henry: who make 

sure our services are running smoothly and enhanced with 

stunning visual effects. They keep us connected in the best 

possible way. 

Although most of our services will continue to be on You-

Tube until we are fully open, we have planned several 

more Zoom services to give us the opportunity to involve 

our congregants.  Thank you to all who have already par-

ticipated and thanks in advance to everyone who will be 

included in the future.  Using the Yahrzeit list and the 

Birthday/Anniversary list, I will be reaching out to all mem-

bers to be included in future Zoom Services.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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To keep you in the loop, upcoming Zoom Shabbat dates are: 

Friday night July 30 and Saturday morning July 31 

Friday night August 6 and Saturday morning August 7 

Saturday night July 17 Tisha B’Av 

Saturday night August 28 Selihot 

So, what has 15 months taught us?  It taught us that we can stay connected under all circumstances.  It has proven to 

us that we can deliver the highest quality services under the worst conditions.  And it has taught us to be thankful for 

what we have and not spend time thinking about what we are missing. 

Beverlee Hassid, Ritual Chair 

You all know that expression!  It usually suggests that pay-

ing for something gets you better quality. That might me 

true in some cases but not necessarily true in others. 

Check this out! 

On Sunday June 13, a group of 11 volunteers gathered at 

Ner Tamid to do a yeoman’s job of 
clearing out two huge closets in prepa-

ration for opening the synagogue.   

In two hours, Team Chuck Amital, 

Karen Amital, Hartley Appleton, Char-

lotte Hyman, Jerry Hyman, Phil Kern-

feld, Steve Lachman, Pablo Libedinsky, 

Mel Margolis, and Mark Shelub 

cleared out the huge closet in the hall-

way behind the chapel that is going to have its floor refin-

ished and the meat closet in the so-

cial hall that is getting a new floor.   

These closets were chock-a-block full 

of chairs, tables, pots, pans, dishes, 

glasses, fans, and boxes of unknown 

items. Everything needed to be 

checked before they could be dis-

posed of. All of the chairs and tables 

needed to be moved to the social hall to be inspected to 

determine which ones should be kept, which could be re-

paired and which should 

be disposed of. The good 

chairs were then wiped 

down and restacked 

All the tables were 

checked and separated by 

the usable and disposable.  

All the ladders, mops and 

brooms, pots, pans, dishes, 

glasses and an enormous 

array of baskets had to be removed and checked. 

Once this was accomplished, the “Got Junk” folks arrived.  

It took them an hour to move everything to their truck.  

We were so impressed by the efficient way they were able 

to cram everything into the truck.  They were polite and 

professional and lived up to their commercial “just point”.  

In conclusion, we got what we paid for with the “Got Junk” 
people.  However, our eleven unpaid volunteers dispelled 

the theory that “you get what you pay for.”  They worked 
as a team.  They were organized and efficient and I cannot 

imagine we would have done better if we hired profes-

sionals to do this work.  As a matter of fact, the volunteers 

were so good that they will be hired back to finish the job 

of putting everything back into the closets.    

 

Chazak Chazak V'nitchazek 

“YOU GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR”  
by Beverlee Hassid 



 

 

 

Five years ago, our “Women’s Group (with Men)” became 
the Community & Culture Club of Ner Tamid (NT), most 

often referred to by the shorter “C3”.  C3 is the 
“personhood” of NT, celebrating community simchas and 

working to provide enriching and kehillah-building events. 

Thank you to all our dues-paying members and to those 

who participate in and donate to our programs – or just 

support C3.  Thanks to your generosity, we presented Ner 

Tamid with a $4,000 end-of-year donation! 

Our new membership year is just beginning.  We hope you 

will renew your membership in C3 again this year.  

Although we are still unable to be physically together 

during this time, C3 continues to co-sponsor Ner Tamid 

events (such as the Mother’s Day Concert) and be present 

for our congregation in all possible ways.  Your donation 

of only $36 per person goes toward the co-sponsorship of 

such events, classes, programming and publicity supplies.  

Additionally, we furnish the flowers and plants adorning 

the “Virtual Bimahs” of those who lead our services at the 

holidays and High Holy Days, and treats sent to add a little 

sweetness for your holidays and during our “Holy Days at 
Home”.  Once our beautiful Ner Tamid building reopens 

and we resume our Joy of Shabbat celebrations and Movie 

Nights, your generous contributions support those events 

as well.  

C3's Mussar classes have been on-line and very well-

attended since the shelter-in-place began.  We thank 

Rabbi Shana for leading us in these sessions, and Cantor 

Rudy for concluding the evenings and helping us to 

welcome in the new week with Havdalah.  Our next date 

for the Mussar class is August 14.  Please save the date to 

join us then, as we resume our soul-searching work with a 

special session before the High Holy Days.  

With your support, in April, we once again partnered with 

the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs and offered a mini-
fundraiser, the Yom HaShoah Candle Project.  This 

successful effort honored those who perished in the 

Holocaust and was a light in the darkness to say “We’re 
Still Here.”  

The C3 and NT Programming Book Club Event at the 

beginning of June, sparked a lively discussion about Anna 

Solomon’s, “The Book of V”.  Our next book and the date 

of the event is being decided now.  Stay tuned for that 

information, which will soon be announced. 

Since the High Holy Days are early this year, and since we 

will be going into a shmittah year when no trees can be 

planted, there is a push to plant trees prior to the High 

Holy Days.  C3 continues to work with the Jewish National 

Fund to plant hope and optimism in the Land of Israel.  

Plant a tree this year, for any occasion, for only $12.  

"Israel is the only country in the world that entered the 

21st century with a net gain in its number of trees, made 

more remarkable because this was achieved in an area 

considered mainly desert.”1 

Of course, our Golden Book cards are always available as 

a nice way to reach out to someone and let them know 

they are on your mind.  Shirley Edelson will send a 

beautiful card to acknowledge any celebration or event. 

“Thanks, Shirley, for helping us out with this!” 

We look forward to “C-ing” you all back in our Ner Tamid 

building soon and that day will be here before we know it!  

In the meantime, we hope you continue to join us virtually 

for all events and services offered by C3 and NT.   

Please G*d, stay safe and be well. 

B’Shalom, 
 

 

Adele Shafer 

C3 Acting President 

Community and Culture Club at Ner Tamid (C3@NT)

 
1 https://www.simpletoremember.com/articles/a/the-clockmaker-theory/ 
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Mussar is a word – and more impor-

tant – a ‘teaching and practice’ – num-

bers of us have been enjoying and 

exploring, thanks to Rabbi Shana and 

now several seasons of meetings and 

classes.   We have been told it is a 

‘soul curriculum,’ a way to make sense 
of how we act and react with others 

and how we can better deal with rela-

tionships, challenges, stress…the list is 
endless.   And almost as endless are 

the ways Mussar has defined those 

ways – included in the list 

of  ‘middot’ or traits or 
qualities are for example, 

GENEROSITY, TRUST, 

COURAGE and ORDER.  In 

essence, one examines an 

issue or event or problem 

and uses Mussar to help 

understand or analyze or 

solve what it is we are 

looking at. 

The amazing insight Mus-

sar has given me is not just ways to 

deal with, say, the life we have all had 

to lead since the lockdown of March 

2020 or an ongoing fraud problem 

with my credit card and a phone com-

pany named Vonage or how best to 

help the troubled daughter of an old 

college friend.  I have come to see 

that the lives of so many which I only 

know from the daily newspaper are 

steeped in Mussar too. 

I am an inveterate Chronicle reader 

and have been for about 75 years, and 

I love the human interest features 

best.  Now I read them with a Mussar 

checklist for the people I meet (how 

could – or even unknowingly how has 

– Mussar helped?) and for me as I 

come to know them. 

A few recently come to mind. 

There is the Malian woman who last 

month gave birth to nontuplets, five 

girls and four boys, all of whom are 

doing well, thank goodness.  Halima 

Cisse, 25, fills me with AWE (a decisive 

Mussar middah) and though any num-

ber of traits will come to Halima’s aid, 
perhaps CALMNESS is paramount – 

considering she was told by her doc-

tors to expect seven babies all told. 

Next is the story of Ja’Mari Oliver, a 
fifth grader who returned to school 

recently, Harvey Milk Academy, and 

with his mother’s blessing, went off to 
Safeway at lunch to buy a sandwich – 

after paying for it and about to return 

to school, he was stopped by security 

guards who demanded he answer for 

himself.  He had a receipt and clearly 

had bought the sandwich, but only 

when the store manager stepped in 

and judged the guards had stopped 

and questioned and profiled this 

young man for NO reason, was he al-

lowed to go back to school.  He is a 

changed young man - I can only hope 

in time that EQUANIMITY can help 

him understand the cruelty and shal-

lowness in this world.  For me I am 

still struggling with this event, offering 

HONOR to Ja’Mari for his holding on, 
saying to his principal that he will 

keep his hero LeBron James’ words 
close: “Stay strong!” In the weeks that 
followed, several community gather-

ings to support Ja’Mari have been 
held in support of this brave young 

fellow, examples of RESPECT and LOV-

ING-KINDNESS. 

A little change of pace was in the pa-

per just a day ago. Former Supervisor 

Tom Ammiano finally picked up his 

high school Track Letter about 60 

years late – Mussar alert – PATIENCE- 

but the whole story here is a source of 

JOY (my middah of course) and I guess 

TRUST.  Tom was denied a letter he 

had legitimately earned at Immacu-

late Conception High School in Mont-

clair NJ, since his being gay somehow 

precluded his receiving the award.  

Now thanks to a stranger’s reaching 
out to the school and more enlight-

ened times, letter and sweater are 

now Tom’s.  Talk about ORDER 
(another middah).  Some small bal-

ance has been restored. 

I have a favorite middah (everyone 

does) and it, as well as any, can ad-

dress this final story.  It was one of 

those ‘where are we now” roundups 
and though no one was identified, 

many people were interviewed by this 

journalist on the return of what has 

come to be called the new normal.  

The reporter’s findings were troubling 
to me, for over and over he found 

people worried, scared, anxious, un-

willing, reluctant – to be ‘out’ - at 

work, at school, in the mix so to 

speak…my first reaction was COMPAS-
SION, for I really do understand how 

different life will be as we venture out 

and leave Zoom rooms behind. But 

even more I felt my own personal, 

most appealing middah, GRATITUDE.  I 

know how lucky I am to feel, most of 

all grateful that I will be back, with 

family and friends and audiences and 

airports.  It will not be that much 

longer, and I will hope for the HUMIL-

ITY to realize what joys are ahead and 

the LOVING KINDNESS to care for one 

and all. 

It’s a new world with MUSSAR in my 
toolbox.   And I am indeed enriched by 

it. ☼ 

MUSSAR AND ME 
By Danise Chandler 
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Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund 
Nancy Agronin & Howard 

Blonsky 

In Honor of Commitment to 

Making Son’s Bar Mitzvah 
Special 

Didi & Greg Engel 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

In Memory of Elie Nounou 

In Appreciation 

Paul & Jacquie Nounou 

 

Anniversary 

Charlotte & Jerry Hyman 

Rabbi Shana & Cantor Andy 

 

Birthday 

Shirley Edelson 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Leon Rajninger 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Rudy & Michele Hassid 

Charlotte & Jerry Hyman 

Marta Katzki 

 

Donations 

Building/Equipment/

Grounds 

Beverlee Hassid 

Co-Sponsor Mother’s Day 
Concert 

End-of-Year Donation  
NT Community & Culture 

Club (C3) 

Gratitude for Hosting Eli’s 
Bar-Mitzvah 

Cantor Andrew Henry 

Our Wonderful Clergy 

Marlene Goldfarb 

Re-Opening NT Building 

Fund 

Charles Drucker 

Beverlee Hassid 

Pablo & Irena Libedinsky 

Wonderful YouTube Ser-

vices 

David Engelmann 

Alberta Mischke 

Danice & Alan Morris 

Torah Study Class 

David Engelmann 

Alberta Mischke 

 

General Donations  

Nancy Agronin & Howard 

Blonsky 

Joseph Artillaga 

Mike Bernzweig 

Community Thrift Store 

Jo Haimovitz 

Marv Kasoff 

Barbara Krause 

Bina Mitchell 

Danice & Alan Morris 

Mark & Donna Rand 

 

Get Well  

Michael Hyman 

Susie Julius 

Susie Julius 

Jerry & Margie Isaak 

Rudy Rosenthal 

Sue Scheiter 

Jacquie Nounou 

Pablo & Irena Libedinsky 

Sue Scheiter 

Jeanne Sonnenblick 

Pablo & Irena Libedinsky 

Sue Scheiter 

 

In Honor Of 

Rochelle & Joel Blu-

menfeld 

Birth of Grandson 

Susie Julius 

Shirley Edelson & Family 

Thinking of You 

Sue Scheiter 

Ruby and Tulip Gibson, 

River Reynolds, Margo 

Spindel 

Celebrating Great-

Grandchildren 

Gerry Spindel 

Beverlee Hassid 

Thanks for Opera Tickets 

Leon & Eva Rajninger 

Cantor Rudy Hassid 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Cantor Andrew Henry 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Eli Henry 

Mazel Tov on Your Bar-

Mitzvah 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Sue Scheiter 

Jonah and Eli Henry 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Charlotte Hyman 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Susie Julius 

Happy Pesach 

Jerry & Margie Isaak 

Rabbi Shana Chandler 

Leon 

In Appreciation 

Sheryl Klein 

Arlene & Myron Lieberman 

Rabbi Shana Leon, Andy, 

and Family  

Happy Passover 

Susie Julius 

Amy & Asaf Matatyaou 

In Memory of Your Grand-

mother 

Susie Julius 

 

Alberta Mischke 

Thanks for Appreciation of 

Shabbat Morning Pictures 

Cantor Andrew Henry 

Ner Tamid Community 

Warm Welcoming of Fam-

ily 

Rabbi Reuben Zellman 

Ira Poretsky 

Thanks for Appreciation of 

Shabbat Morning Pictures 

Cantor Andrew Henry 

Adele Shafer 

Thanks for Translating In-

scription 

Jon Herbst 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Toby Sherwood 

In Memory of Sister, Laurie 

Charlotte & Jerry Hyman 

Thinking of You 

Sue Scheiter 

Lydia & Eric Weiss 

Mazel Tov on Birth of 

Henry Otto 

Nina Zentner 

Rabbi Reuben Zellman 

In Appreciation 

Alberta Mischke & David 

Engelmann 

Nina Zentner 

Mazel Tov on Granddaugh-

ter Maya’s Bat-Mitzvah 

Charlotte & Jerry Hyman 

 

In Memory Of 

Paul L. Agronin 

Nancy Agronin & Howard 

Blonsky 

Irving Alter 

Howard Alter 

Louis William Amrofell 

Sarah Miriam Amrofell 

Barbara Amrofell 

 

 Todah Rabbah  

For your donations…from a Grateful Congregation 

[The following donations were received between March 13, 2021 and June 30, 2021] 
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Mendel Anmuth 

Zvi & Yola Kalinski 

Esther Appleton-Schonfeld 

Hartley Appleton 

Hartley Appleton 

Phil Kernfeld 

Tamar Aviv 

Anna Mathias 

Ruth Bartfeld 

Sandra Wetrich 

Herbert Benger 

Max Benger 

Susie Julius 

Albert Bernzweig 

Mike Bernzweig 

Paul Bernzweig 

Sima Bernzweig 

Mike Bernzweig 

Paul Bernzweig 

Aaron Blau 

Laura Blau 

Steven & Stephanie Blau 

Lorraine Blue 

Spencer Chandler & Diana 

Windhorst 

Simcha Blum 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Toba Blum 

Doris Blum Gorelick 

Vicky Born 

Shirley Born 

Margot Edith Braun 

Stephanie Blythe 

Miryam Brender 

Richard Brinker 

Olga Burstein 

Eve Kramer 

Marcia Calander 

Steve & Loretta Calander 

Sanford L. Chandler 

Danise Chandler 

Rabbi Shana Chandler Leon 

Helen Clawson 

Irene Novack 

Sue Scheiter 

Kenneth Cooper 

Barbara Krause 

Paul Dab 

Elsie Dab 

Cantor Henry Drejer 

Francis Besch 

Yitzhak Gilon 

Elisheva GurArieh 

Herta Drimmer 

Leon & Eva Rajninger 

Jennie Drucker 

Charles Drucker 

Cecilia “Cesia” Einhorn 

Stefan Einhorn 

Anna Mathias 

Moshe Eylath 

Gary & Orly Davis 

Fanny Feibusch 

Stephanie Blythe 

Gunter Feibusch 

Jack Feibusch 

Jenny Kuttner Feibusch 

David Goldkind 

Leonard Goldkind 

Henry Fox 

Susan Melony Fox 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Jerome Franklin 

Aaron Straus 

Bernice Helen Friedman 

Ronald Verber 

Valery Gluzman 

Zinaida Gluzman 

Jacob O. Goldfarb 

Chana Gold-Fox 

Marlene Goldfarb 

Morris Goldkind 

David Goldkind 

Leonard Goldkind 

Vita Goldman 

Yakov Serebreny 

Irving Green 

Ruth Green 

Sylvia Mary Hamrol 

Jerry & Charlotte Hyman 

Albert Yousef Hassid 

Eli Hassid 

Isabelle Hassid 

Huguette Machbitz 

Warren Hirsch 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Gertrude Holzman 

Sam Holzman 

Marcella Holzman 

Joseph Hyman 

Jerry & Charlotte Hyman 

Johanna Jacob 

Lily Jacob 

Mira Sinick 

Hugo Heymann Julius 

Susie Julius 

Horst Ismar Karliner 
Brigitte Karliner 

Greta Kass 

Diane Connell 

Barbara Kasoff 

Marv Kasoff 

David Katz 

Ann Meisner 

Herman Katz 

Arlene Finn 

Ann Meisner 

Evelyn Kernfeld 

Irving Kernfeld 

Hartley Appleton 

Phil Kernfeld 

Helen K. Klein 

Bee Shtulman Cherkas 

Lila Kluger 

Sharon Barkoff 

Beverlee Hassid 

Faiga Isako Kotovich 

Leo Kotovich 

Sally Lagerquist 

Marilyn Shirley Blum 

Krassner 

Doris Blum Gorelick 

Tina Liebman 

Donna Liebman 

Irving Lipper 

Howard Spindel 

Oscar Machbitz 

Sarah Machbitz 

Huguette Machbitz 

Elsie Manson 

Gary & Orly Davis 

Raia Maurer 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Joe Mitchel 

Ann Meisner 

Larry J. Nemes 

Julie Mabel 

Jenn Oates 

Judy Oates 

Shais & Susan St. Martin 

Matvey Pochtar 

Sofia Baldina 

Toni Rajninger 

Leon & Eva Rajninger 

Irma Reich 

Irene Novak 

Martin Ron 

Ann Ron 

Ben & Ellen Ron 

Helen Rosenstein 

Jacob Rosenstein 

Ernest Rosenthal 

Lorraine Rosenthal 

Margie Rosenthal 

Rudy Rosenthal 

Paul Ruby 

Samuel Ruby 

Herbert G. Samuel 

Nina Zentner 

Inge Schaffer 

Anni Bekerman 

Werner Josef Schaffer 

David & Judy Shore 

Hana Scheiter 

Sue Scheiter 

Ben Schlocker 

Louise Pierotti 

Alexander Schlocker 

Zelda Holland 

Betty Schlocker 

Anita Levitch 

Louise Pierotti 

Jerome Shifs 

Rita Shifs 

Don & Masha Shifs 

George Sibell 

Alvin & Marilyn Winetrub 

Irving Martin Simon 

Howard Simon & Vivien 

Igra 

Betty Simons 

Nina Zentner 

Henry Slamovich 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Rochelle Blumenfeld 

Daniel Smigel 

Pearl Smigel 

Adele Shafer 

Norma Shafer 

Fran Winchell 

Stan Speizer 

Leon & Eva Rajninger 

Louis Sragow 

Helene Steinlauf-Norwit 

Marlene Goldfarb 

Rabbi Herbert Cerf Straus 

Aaron Straus 
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Harry Taub 

Zvi & Yola Kalinski 

Paula Temple 

Samuel Temple 

Cindy Levy 

Leon Levy 

Lillian Volansky 

Oscar & Laura Hollander 

Guta Wickens 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Marv Wickens 

Leslie Arthur Wickens 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Irving Winetrub 

Alvin & Marilyn Winetrub 

Eric Wiseman 

JoAnn McGinnis 

Elliot Yasnovsky 

Slava & Tanya Yasnovsky 

Ivy Zielin 

Monty Zielin 

Vivien Zielin 

 

Caecilie Zowe 

Leon & Eva Rajninger 

Passover & Shavuot  

Yizkor Donations 

Hartley Appleton 

Oscar & Pearl Baltor 

Mike Bernzweig 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Paul & Alice Breder 

Jethro Busch 

Danise Chandler 

Charles Drucker 

Madelaine Eaton 

Arlene Finn 

Marjorie Fulbright 

Marlene Goldfarb 

Rudy & Michele Hassid 

Tom Herz & Saralie Pen-

nington 

Susie Julius 

Joe & Ester Kaplan 

Marv Kasoff 

Phil Kernfeld 

Barbara Krause 

Rabbi Shana Leon & Cantor 

Andrew Henry 

Leon Levy & Miryam Raph-

ael 

Jeff & Shem, Sophie and 

Noam Lewis 

Pablo & Irena Libedinsky 

Barbara Mannheim 

Bina Mitchell 

Leon & Eva Rajninger 

Rudy Rosenthal 

Sue Scheiter 

Bella Seerke 

Mark Shelub 

Mira Shelub 

David & Judy Shore 

Howard Simon & Vivien 

Igra 

Mira Sinick 

Gerry Spindel 

Linda Wertheim 

Alvin & Marilyn Winetrub 

Nina Zentner 

Vivien Zielin 

 

Shalach Manos & Purim 

Donations 

Fran & Herb Kurlan 

 

Sale of Chametz 
Charlotte & Jerry Hyman 

Susie Julius 

Sue Scheiter 

Adele Shafer 

Mark Shelub 

Mira Shelub 

Samuel & Jeanne Sonnen-

blick 

Linda Wertheim 

Vivien Zielin 

 

Torah Reader Fund 

Danise Chandler 

 

 

April - June 2021 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

Shirley Edelson 

Sue Scheiter 

Adele Shafer 

Jeanne & Samuel Sonnenblick 

Marlene Goldfarb 

Sue Scheiter 
 

GET WELL WISHES 

Jacquie Nounou 

Ellen Edelson 

Shirley Edelson 

Jeanne Sonnenblick 

Norma Shafer & Family 

Nina Zentner 

 

IN HONOR OF 

Shirley Edelson 

“Golden Girl” Supplies 

Charles Drucker 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Madelaine Eaton 

Thank You for Helping Jeanne 

Ellen Edelson 

Shirley Edelson 

Ellen Edelson 

Thank You for Helping Jeanne 

Shirley Edelson 

Adele Shafer 

Thank You for Helping Jeanne 

Ellen Edelson 

Shirley Edelson 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Lila Kluger 

Charlotte & Jerry Hyman 

 

WITH THANKS TO 

David Engelmann 

Alberta Mischke 

Sue Scheiter 

Ellen Edelson 

Shirley Edelson 

 

 

 

C3 DONATIONS 

General Donations 

Charles Drucker 

Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Drive 

Hartley Appleton 

Moshe & Regina Blum 

Charles Drucker 

Madelaine Eaton 

Phil Kernfeld 

Pablo & Irena Libedinsky 

Jacob Rosenstein 

Sue Scheiter 

Nina Zentner 

 

TREES IN ISRAEL 

Betty Newman 

Happy Birthday 

Danise Chandler 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GOLDEN BOOK OF 

LIFE  

& C3 DONATIONS 
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Ner Tamid 

Phone (415) 661-3383      

    

1250 Quintara Street 

San Francisco  CA  94116 
 

 

 

We’re a 1st class Congregation 

Board of Directors 

Past Presidents 

Ira Poretsky 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

President 
Charlotte Hyman 

 
Vice Presidents 

Marvin Kasoff 
Pablo Libedinsky 

 
Treasurer 

Jerome Hyman 
 

Secretary   
Nina Zentner 

 
Immediate Past Presidents 

Beverlee Hassid 
Gerald Spindel 

 
           
                    

   

Chuck Amital 
Hartley Appleton 
Michael Bernzweig  
Moshe Blum 
Madelaine Eaton 
Leon Levy 

Mel Margolis 
Jacob Rosenstein 
Susana Scheiter 
Mark Shelub 
Aaron Straus 
Vivien Zielin 

C3 Representative 

Shirley Edelson  
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