Welcome to Congregation Ner Tamid!
Be a part of our Family! Call 415-661-3383 for Membership Information
or to be put on our mailing List.

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Emeritus Moshe Levin for
sponsoring the Kiddush Luncheon Shabbat afternoon in
commemoration of the anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah.

 PERSONAL EVENTS IN OUR SYNAGOGUE FAMILY 

••• EVENTS THIS MONTH •••

Yom Huledet Same’akh! ~ Happy Birthday Wishes to:

Sunday, October 21, 12 PM: Tikkun Olam Day. Activities at 625
Brotherhood Way. A project of the Southside Jewish Collaborative.
Tuesday, October 23, 7:30 PM: Board of Directors’ Meeting
Thursday, October 25, 12 PM: Read Hebrew IV, taught by Rabbi Shana.
Friday, October 26, 6 PM: Discover Shabbat Services & Dinner, sponsored
by Charles Drucker in honor of our Ner Tamid Volunteers.
Shabbat, October 27, 1 PM: Mussar. Stay after Services and Kiddush
Luncheon for the new 3-part Shabbat Series.
Sunday, October 28, 10 AM: Book Signing with Vivien Zielin,
for her new book, “Eyeballing Big Croc”.

Ellen Isaak (10/08); Regina Blum (10/11); Karen Amital (10/12)
Sarah Davis (10/14); Rabbi Shana Chandler Leon (10/16); Ann Ron (10/17)
Rabbi Moshe Levin (10/31), Henry Wartens (10/31); Miryam Raphael (10/31)
~*~*~~*~*~*~ ~*~*
Happy Anniversary Wishes to:

Susie & Aaron Straus (10/28)
~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~*~~

REFUAH SHELEMA ~ We wish a recovery to:

Marty Lyon; Marlene Goldfarb; Jeremy Setzer; Warren Hirsch; Tom Lagerquist
Adele Davis; Yaffe bat Margit; Lila Kluger; Malka Mina bat Miriam
Please inform us of any illness or life cycle event, so Rabbi Shana can call or visit.

A Prayer for Healing: Traditional liturgy
with English lyrics by Debbie Friedman and Drorah Setel

Mi shebeirach avoteinu m'kor hab'racha l'imoteinu
May the source of strength, who blessed the ones before us
Help us find the courage, to make our lives a blessing; And let us say, Amen
Mi shebeirach imoteinu, m'kor hab'racha la'avoteinu
Bless those in need of healing, with Refuah Shlemah
The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit; And let us say, Amen
 MAY THEIR MEMORY BE A BLESSING 

Saturday, November 3: A group theater outing to “The Obligation” at
Potrero Stage. A very meaningful, one-man show about World War II.
Contact Danise Chandler, danisec0113@comcast.net for tickets.
Tickets still available. Two more resevations needed to be counted as a
fundraiser for
! Deadline is October 22nd.

~ URGENT! Do You Have Re-Sellable Clothes or Items to Donate? ~
Ner Tamid DEPENDS on your donations to the Community Thrift Store to be able to retain
our space there. PLEASE make a donation of clean, unwanted goods immediately. If you
need help with pick-up or drop off of items, please let Rabbi Shana or Adele know.
We may lose our space there if we do not have fresh donations.
Use Ner Tamid’s “charity code” (#207) and the resale proceeds of your tax-deductible
donation will be given to the synagogue! Contact Community Thrift at (415) 861-4910 or
www.communitythriftsf.org, or call Adele in the Ner Tamid office.

YAHRZEITS THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 19-25, 2018

Sophia N. Lambert; Bernie Smigel; Lorraine Siegel Rosenthal
Walter Hahn; Sheila Spindel; Rudolf Reich; Eva Aizicovici
Siegfried Dreifuss; Goldie Cohen; Abraham Sutterman
Harry Aaron Goldstein; Rose Feldman; Flora Baruth
Pincus Paul Commer; Abe Goldkind; Sylvia Freeman
Morris Beryl Weissman; Myer Albert; Lena Wandel; Paul Bader
Diane Davis Marshall; Harry Pearlman; Siegfried Sender

~~~~
To dedicate a plaque in memory of a loved one, please call the office.

LECHI LACH
Words & Music by Debbie Friedman, based on Genesis 12:1-2
Lechi lach to a land that I will show you … Lech l’cha to a place you do not
know … Lechi lach on your journey I will bless you …
And you shall be a blessing (3x) Lechi Lach
Lechi lach and I shall make your name great … Lech l’cha and all shall praise
your name … Lechi lach to the place that I will show you …
L’simchat chayim (for a life of joy) (3x) Lechi Lach

Parashah Summary: Lekh Lekha
Edited by Rabbi Shana

Torah Reading: p. 69

Haftarah: p. 94

G*d calls Abram to leave the land of his origin, and promises him a life
of blessing and greatness. Famine drives Abram, his wife Sarai and
nephew Lot to travel to Egypt. Sarai is taken into Pharaoh's harem
after identifying herself (at Abram’s insistence) as his sister, so as not
to be killed by the Egyptians. Abram benefits materially from this
deception, although G*d afflicts Pharaoh and his household with
plagues. Dismayed, Pharaoh returns Sarai, and, along with Lot, they
return to Beth El. Lot and Abram separate, with Lot settling in Sodom.
In a war pitting four kings against five others, Lot is taken captive.
Abram takes an armed force to rescue his nephew, and upon his
victory and Lot's safe return, Abram refuses any spoils of war.
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Lekh Lekha: 11 Heshvan 5779 – October 19, 2018

Abram is told that his descendants will first be slaves in a foreign land
for four hundred years, and only then will they return and inhabit the
lands of the Canaanites. Despite those promises, Sarai is still childless.
She designates her handmaiden, the Egyptian Hagar, as her surrogate,
who is impregnated by Abram. Conflict arises between Sarai and
Hagar, and the girl flees. She returns to the family after an
extraordinary encounter in the wilderness with a Divine Being.
Hagar's son Ishmael is born when Abram is 86. Thirteen years later,
G*d renews the Covenant by giving the names Abraham and Sarah to
our ancestors, signifying their elevated stature. “Brit Milah – the
Covenant of Circumcision” is commanded for all Abraham’s male
descendants as well as his servants. When G*d assures him of the
birth of a second son through Sarah, the elderly Abraham laughs at
the notion of his 90 year old wife finally getting pregnant. He is told
the child will be named Isaac, meaning laughter, and will serve as the
genuine heir to the covenant. Abraham expresses concern about his
firstborn, saying, "Would that Ishmael might live joyfully in Thy sight!"
but G*d reassures Abraham, “He shall be the father of 12 chieftains,
and I will make of him a great nation.”

“Hagar Leaves the House of Abraham”
Peter Paul Reubens (1577-1640)
Sarai’s maidservant, Hagar, is pregnant with Abram’s child at the
behest and with the stated hopes of her mistress. But sometimes,
what we think we desire most turns out to be a bitter pill to swallow.
Although the Torah says explicitly that, once pregnant, Hagar’s
treatment of Sarai was less than admirable, the domestic disruption
escalates to the point that Sarai’s treatment of Hagar forces Hagar
to flee. She has an extraordinary encounter with a Divine Being in
the wilderness, and returns to Abram and Sarai to face her destiny.
Reubens’ 17th century painting shows the power imbalance in this
early, painful episode, setting the stage for so much of the conflicted
history that will follow.

